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Abstract. The Madrid Protocol Implementation Act (H.R. 769) would amend the federal trademark law 
(known as the Lanham Act of 1946) to implement the changes in United States law that are required to permit 
United States adherence to the more than 100-year old Madrid Agreement for international registration of 
trademarks, as supplemented by a 1989 Protocol. 
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Summary 



The Madrid Protocol Implementation Act (H.R. 769) would amend the federal 
trademark law (known as the Lanham Act of 1946) to implement the changes in United 
States law that are required to permit United States adherence to the more than 100-year 
old Madrid Agreement for international registration of trademarks, as supplemented by 
a 1989 Protocol. 

The substantive provisions of the Madrid Protocol and the changes proposed in 
H.R. 769 are apparently noncontroversial. At least there is no known opposition to the 
substantive provisions. The bill would allow United States trademark applicants to obtain 
trademark registration abroad by filing a single international application with the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office (“PTO”), if the United States adheres to the Madrid 
Protocol. The treaty apparently grants both the European Commission and its separate 
national governments the right to vote on treaty issues at international meetings. H.R. 
769 was considered by the House on April 13, 1999, under suspension of the rules, and 
on the same day the bill was agreed to by voice vote. On April 14 the bill was received 
in the Senate and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 



Analysis of H.R. 769 

The Madrid Protocol Implementation Act (H.R. 769) would make the changes in 
United States trademark law needed to comply with the 1989 Protocol to the 1891 Madrid 
Agreement for the intentional registration of trademarks, 1 assuming that the United States 



1 The Madrid Agreement was concluded in 1891, and has been revised at Brussels in 1900, at 
Washington, D.C. in 1911, at The Hague in 1925, at London in 1934, at Nice in 1957, and at 
Stockholm in 1967, and was amended in 1979. Nationals and domiciliaries of member states or 
persons who have a real and effective industrial or commercial establishment in a member state 
are eligible to apply for international trademark registration. The mark is first registered in the 
national trademark office of the country where the mark originates, followed by international 
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